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7 The main Targets and obaecﬁ1Ves of ‘the Foresﬁ Deparﬁment
dum.ng 1979 were the following:-

- 1, Protection of the Forest. against fires:

2; Reforestation of burnt and bare areas. :

3. (1) Productxon of timber and other forest producte.
(11) Productlon of forest and ornamental’ plants.l

‘14:‘ SllVlcultural Yreatment of stands.
‘5. Management of forestsand Forest lands,
6. Training of Cypriot and overseas foresters. |
7:. Continuation and expansion of forest Researoh, * .
8. Aﬁblication of Porest Engineering aiming at the:-
(1) Tmprovement and extension of forest roads.
 (i1) Mainbenance and improvement of forest .
‘te Llecommunications, | :
* (4i1) Oonstruction and maintenamce of forest buildings.
(iv) Purchase and maintenance of machinery,

9: "Protection of the forest environmenﬁ, establishment,
exﬁen51on and malnﬁenance of picnic places.

10 Securing employment %o the inhabitants of forest v111ageu.

For the achleVement of the above targets and obaectIVGS,
an amount of £773,223, ,000 .mils under +the Ordlnary Budget and
£1,050,323,000 mils under the Developmenﬁ Budget were approved,
Outb, -of the above Budgets the sum of £759,541 ,000 mils and
_~m962 000,000 mils were spent respectlvely. The total expendlture
was. £1,721,544,000 mlls.

- I. Forest Protection,

Forest fires are the biggest and most serlous enemy. of"

our forests due to the dry and prolonged suymer, The following

- measures ware taken for the. prevention and suppression of forast

flres.w _ . _ o L

(1) A fire Fighting Task Force consisting of 58 members was in
operatlon. Its members were employed on various forest
operaﬁlons at sﬁraﬁeglc pomnts in the forest and they were

'fon eall at any time through radio telephone._
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(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

During the summer months 10 Fire Loolk~out Stations, found
on various high peaks in the forest were manned.on o 24
hour ‘basis in order to detect and report forest fires,

About 6:50 km of forest roads were constructed and 2,91 kn
were widened. In addition 23 km of vehicle tracks were
constructed, which serve also as fire traces.

Seven waterntankg, one at Vrysi tou Pouliou and one at
Vrysl tils Dichalous in Papho~forest, ons at Kato~Kannoures
and one at Pashia~Idivadhi in Troodos forest, ohe at Argalkin
fou Dhia in Adelphi forest and two in Machera forest and
localities Drys and Arades werTe constructed, in order to
supplLy Water, in the eVent of a fire, to the Departmental
flre~englnes.

Lecturés.on'the prevention and suppression of forest fires
were giﬁen to the National Guard, bthe Police and the Public.
Also exﬁen51VG publicity was made bthrough the various moss
medla.

In view of the increasing unaVailability of labour in forest
areas and espeoially of labour capable of fighting forest
fires and in view of .theé need of getting advantage of
modern successful technplogy it baceme  imperative to
‘machanise also this sector of Forestry:_ The mechanisation
was initiated in 1978 on a trial basis with the fres grant

. to us of 6 fire vehicles by the Federal Republic of Germany.
“Apart from the above vehicles, during the year under review
g fire pumps were also given Yo us as ald by the Federal
Republic of Germany, and in this Way the total number of
our fire pumps was doubled. "The use of fire eﬁginés proved
to be very successful, efficient and encouraging, Thus our
tmrget is to increase gradually Their number up to atb Leash
th:.rt:,’. _ )

Inspite of the measures bvaken in 1979, fiftyfour forest
fires brolke out and burnt a forest area of 371 hectares.

As a result of these fires forest trses of a total voluue
of 10,028 cu.m, R ,0.B, died, Torty of these fires were

put under control almost 1mmediately.after they broke out.
One ‘the 20%h August, 1979, a forest fire started through
the carmelessness of a picknicker in Adelphi forest near
Asinou, and burnt an area of about 330 hectares, The
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offender was prosecuﬁed and convicted, The Forest
_Department takes all preceutlonary measures against foreet

. fires .and . puts in all possible effort to eliminate or
reduce them to an.absolute minimum, but this is not possible
w1thout publlc co~operaﬁlon and belp. Asginou Forest fire
sﬁarted from a plcmlcker who 1lighted a fire at a prohibited
area to prepare his meal. Hence our efforts to enlighten
the public and especlally the forest villagers and
plcnlckers in general to prosecute the offenders continued
Wlth 1nten51ty.

Reforeetatlons

The reforestation of.the burnt areas of Papho;fereSﬁ
continued at a high speed. During the year under review the
area. whlch was reforested was rather reduced from the previous
year. This was due to the fact that the machlnery used were
alao reduced and the Wagewrates were increased con51derdbly.

So an area of.2039 hectares (15, o4 donums) wers reforested mnd/
or cultivated, against an expenditure of m454 788, = Forty one
tractors wers employed continuously for ground preparation as
well as a big number of Labourers for planting, eoWing”ﬂnd
construction of small hand made gradoni, where the gmployment of
machinery was impossible or not indicated; Extensiﬁe
reforestaﬁloﬂ was not only carried out in the. burnt areas of
Papho~forest, where about *two “thirds of the year! s funds were
spent, but also in other bare areas euch as Athalassa forest,
Stavrovouni, Limassol, Adelphi, Troodos, Machera forest, Profaldl,
Megall Moutti, Suvtira (near Ayia Napa), Randi (near Petra tou
Romiou ), Kylofa ou forest (near Liopetri rlver) atc.

During 1979, the work of the newly es*babl:x.shed Txpansion |
Division was dontinued. Thus an area of 405 hectares (5050
donums) found near Larnaca area (Megall Mouﬁtl, Plpls, Alykl)
was declared as Main State Forest., At the same time the proces
of brlnglng under forestry nore lands especlally in the VlOlLlﬁj
of IurnacahGoehléleouHDhallnkornos and Para Ohorlon as well as
along the new Nilicogia ~ leaesol road is contmﬂued. These arens
are derelict and dxy and w1L1 be axforesﬁed as soon ae “possible
for the purpose intern alla of ‘pecreation and amenlty. Dur11a
the year under Teview an area of about three hectares prlvatc
Land . at Troodos and Macbera Poreets Was purchased by the_
Department. :



%. Timber production and disposal.

During the year under review timber extraction and supply
to local WOOd;WOTking industries continued in a very satisfoctory
Way; L - .

55,801 cu.m.T.0.b. of green bimber were exbtracted from
various state forests and sold oto the Cyprus Forest Industries,
Oo:'lmd;, and to private individuals for the production of
constructional tlmber, chipboard, box~shooks etc. In the above
amount 4,464 cu.m. R.0.b. of branchwood fuel for the construction
of chipboard is also included, The Tevenue derived from the
sales of, timber and fuel was about  £491, 937, - including
ghe2, 6224 being value of timber. sold to the Gyprus TForest
Industries in the preVLOus year.

Durlng 1979 the operation of Platania. Sawmill continued
and 120 cu.m, of sawn timber were produced.,

Part of this timber was used by the Department mainly for
construction of wooden forest buildings and the rest was disposed
of to other Government Departments and Services.

The disposal of charcoal which was produced during the =
preV1ous years contlﬂued, 45,808 kg, were sold and the sum of
£5204 .~ wWas. coLLected. The Department issued ©1 sawmill permits
during 1978.

~During the same year the value of 1mporﬁed timber and
timber products amounted to £26,255, B76 as agalngt W1O 767 700
in 1978 i.e. our imports have been doubled.

4} S11viculbuze.

During the year under review attention was also given
to the Silvicultural trestment of stands. An area of aboutb
1490 hectares (11138 donums) was treated silviculturally at o
total cost of £33667, | ,

- Beed collection was satisfactory having met the increased
Departmental needs and demand for export; A guantity of about
7291 kg of seed was collscted at a total cost of £Fjuo .-

The production of seedlings in the Departmental nurseries
was efficient but iradequate due to limited funds. 762,166
seadlings were raised: +the seedlings produced in 1979, plus
the stock Ffrom previous years production reached 1,110,758. Ouk
of this number 347,487 geadlings were used Deportmentally,
203,976 were sold to the public or other Govermment Departments
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and 47,778 wera given free of.chérga %o schools village
authorities and other organizations”and institutions for
planting on public or communal lands,-

4

‘5: Forest management.

The classificafion of the Main State. Forests into categories
has almost been completed; measurements for checking the wvolume
tables prepared in 1975 Gontlnued durlng the year under review,
New volume tables for Papho-forest have bean prepared‘ The
stratification of Papho~forest for enumeration purposes ‘which
started in 1978 was completed and checked by the Forest
Surveyors. .During 1979 1,300 ‘hectares (9,718 donums) of forest
land were-leased for agrlcultural and animal husbandry purposcu
and the sum of £18,872:~ was collecked; 24 prospecting pernits,
6 quarry lloences and 2 mining llcences were 1ssued or Tenewed
in State Forests. o

6. Porest Education. : : :

The prrus Forestry College completed in 1979 its 28th
Academlc year,. The 29th Academic year began in October 1979
with a complement of 43 students out of whom 31 were cypriots
and 12 from other countrles.

During the year under review 2 FPoresters (University
graduates) and another one (Graduate of the Oyprus Forestry
College) were gent. abroad on scholarships awarded by the
Governments of U.K, and Federal Republic of Germany, To
specialise in various subjects and cthers participated at various
international conferences and seminars.

?: Forest Research 4

Forést Research and Publicity were . oontlnued on the samne -
lines asg 1n the past and intensified, agalnst an ezpendlture
of &2, 994 A quantity of 116 kgs of seed Was introduced and
sownl in the forest nurseries for the producﬁlon of seedllngs on&
improvement of the Cyprus flora. The bee~keeping proaect was
also successfully continued,

8. Ferest Enginesring

(1) Torest Roads. . ' .
The construction of new foresh roads and 1mprovamant of 7
existing ones,'constltuﬁes an important aspect of the work of the

S
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Department, as roads serve on the one hand ferest protectlon,
tending and exploitation and on the other hand tourism and
commmnication between Forest villages.

During 1979, 3.42 kn of forest roads were comstructed
at a cost of £6,945.~ In addition the Department undertools the
construction of two other roads for other Government Departments.
(a) 2.4 kn Laogoubhera = Xyliatos road for the Improvement of
Pitsilia Developmgnt project at.a cost of £84,646,~ and

(b) 0.688 km Kornos:; Lipassol new rogd for the Public Worlks
at a cogt of £1,808.~
_ Furthermors 23 km of vehicle Tracks and exbraction roads

were constructed in various forest areas at a cost of- &44,890,

During the year under review 1518'km of'foresﬁ roads and
584 km of vehicle tracks-were maintained, '

(ii) Forest Telecomuunications.

The Forest Department mointains a well .organised
telecommmnication network for proper forest protection and
management;"An amount of £15246,~ was spent for its mainbenance
and £4358,~ Ffor its exbtension and improvement.

The telecommunication system in the free part of Cyprus
by the end of 1979 consisted of the following:-

(a) 540 km of telephone lines

(b) 355 telephone instruments

(e) 9 telephone switch boards

(a)" 20 V,H,F., vadio Links

(¢) 4 V,H.F. Control Stations.

(£) 4%3 mobile radio telephones ST
(g) 86 portable radio telephones. 7

(iii) Forest Buildings.

Kionia FireQLookQOut Station was demolished and a four
storey building was constructed in its place by the Cyprus
Telecommunication Authority. One storey of this building:
was allocatied to.the Forest Department to be used as Fires
Took~Out Statbion.

Improvements to various feraest stations were also carried
out during 1979, The programme of 1979 for the construction
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of new buildings was postponed by the GoVernment:

. For thé const;uctloL and . 1mprDVemenﬁ of foresgt bulldlngs
 the sum of w9 085, ~ was spent

(iv) Mgchinery and Plant:

~During 1979 the number of machinery and Vehicles was also
inoreased, The following machinery and equipment, valued ab
£74,705.~ were donated to us as technical assistance by the
Federal Republic of Germany .and . U,S.A. through the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees:~- -

-

(a) A new Tractor "Menzi ~ Muck" type.
(b) 9 fire engines

(¢) various spare parts and accessories
(d) 28 chainsaws,

i For the operation and mainbenance of all machinery and
vehicles an amount of £143,599.~ was spent.

9. Nabure Oongervation and, Forest Recreaﬁion;

i The Department of Forests: durlng 1979 contributed’ greatly
towards the effort undertaken by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, for Nature Conservation, through various
activities, o -

(a) The Department intensified its efforts through the
organization of lectures, voluntary work ceremories. and
. gspeechés through radio and T.V. for expansion of free
planting and protection of nature, especially after its
catastrophe by the Turkish invaders.

(b) An amount of £11,584 was spent for the improvement and
extension of the picnic places at Pashia Iivadhi,
Xerokolymbos, Mandra tou Kambiou eto,

At Pashia_Idvadhi a water tank of 20,000 gallons was
constructed and the water was conveyed into it from Pano
Lrvadhl._ A camping site was initiated by the Oyprus Tourist
Organisation at Iimni Forest near Polis and the development
of the sand drift Plantation for recreation, near Limassol
was continued,



ﬂO: Provision of emplqzment to the inhabitants of
Foresgt v1LLages. '

Within the socio#economic policy of the Government which
is expressed also throﬁgh the Department of Forests, émployment
was provided to the inhabitants of forest villages and to certoin
displaced persons who took refuge therein., The ¥voval employument
offered to both casual and regular em@loyees was - 646,400 working
hours against an expenditure of £274,720.

IT, Revenug.

- Tn. 1979 aparﬁ from the so.meny indirect benefits of the
forests, which camnot be expressed in Terms of money, an amounh
of £607,282,~ was collected. An additional amount of £42,622.-
representing forest products on credit is still to be collected. -
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